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Larryclaxton flynt is by
some estimates the dirtiest man
Kentucky has ever unleashed
upon an unsuspecting worid.
But he certainly cleans up well.
So well that he has a sheen
about him. His head, which
seems outsized for his body,
actuallyshines. Hisface is
smooth, soff, almost cherubic.
The impressionofsoftness is
underlined by his voice, a
subdued monotone.

"In theb^inning," hesays,
"I used to think one person
could make a difference. Now,
I'm not so sure."

A new book and mowe are
dedicated to the proposition
that one person can make a
difference — that even a self-
described scumbag and smut-
peddler can makethe Supreme

Court of the United States pay attention.
Flynt is 54, confined to awheelchair since being shot

nearly 19years ago.
Fwt may even be slouchingtowarda kind of ragged

^ ^ ^ ^ tA 1*4 D«MrA«*l«T

Hilts, hepublishes Hustler and 29 other marines, some
about sex, some about computers,boats and music.He is
the subject ofa movie wherein the operative F-word is
"First, as in Amendment.

At the moment, he is ensconced in the leather seat of a
white stretch limousine. Hisgold-platedwheelchairrests in
thetrunk. Thelimo isspewing across Cincinnati, a city
whose own civicsheen, high-minded and moralistic, once
bored in on Flynt like a laser beam. Twenty years ago, a
Cincinnati judge sentenced Ftynt toprison onobscenity
charges. He spent sixdays benind bars; hisconviction was
overturned on appeal.

In a somewhattriumphant but low-keyreturn, he
attended the screening of"The People vs. Larry F^t" this
week. He rolled into the subuftan theater on a red carpet
with aphalanx of bodj^ards. Beside Flynt was his brother,
Jimmy,who later coniidedsome unease.

"\^en I think of Cincinnati,"he said, "I havean
insecure,almost iook-over-your-shoulder feeling— You
geta Gestapo-type feeling.... Itkind ofscares me a little ,
bit."

Therewas nothingscaiyin the theater.Afriendly
audience greeted Lany Fly^t, who said: "Iwanna innerduce
youtothemanwhoplayed meabsolutely fantastic inthe
movie —WocKiy Harrelson."

"They looked around Hollywood longenough until thqr
found the most white-trash actor they could find," said
Harrelson, who had once mused; "Why would anybody
want to make a movieabout Lany Flynt's life?"

Because it's been an interesting life.And because the
director, MilosForman, having both fascism and
communism in Czechoslovakia, brings an unusual
sensitivity to the notion thatfreespeechis fragile. "Thehero
ofthe movie," he recently declared, "is theSupremeCourt"

"Bccause we've never been rais^ in a totalitarian
regime, we have a tendencyto take things like the First
Amendment forgranted,"Rynt says,"and thatsortof
apathy isvery ui^ppy for a nation."

NOW,14 HOURS after the movie,on a bright cold day,
Flynt isheadedlo a bookstore tosignhisautobiography,
"AnUnseemly Man." fin thecoverphoto,he loofe
alarmingly likeRushLimbaugh —plump, confident and
about to break into one of those world-is-my-oystersmiles.)

Flyntmaybe an unseemlyman, but he is, he says, a
happy one.

"I spent somany years inchronic pain having totake
painkillers.... Finalfy when 1got rid ofmy pain five years
ago (tiirough laser sui^ety), itjust seemed like 1had a new
lease onlife. Other than not bem^ able tousemylegs today,
1fee! ^tter thanI have everfelt in mylife."

Flynt looksexceedinglyat home in the limo.
"I have a limo in LosAngeles," he says, "but... 1use the

Bentley most of the time."
His first car, he says wlh a nostalgic smile,was "a 1951

Ford, stick shift, with overdrive." He used it to run bootleg
wWskey around Magoffin County, Ky., when hewas 16.

"Magoffin Countywas verypoor,' he says. "The bluest
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industrywas jury duty Wedidn't even havecoalmines."
Nowadays, Flynt travels by limo, and theonlycontraband

in sight is a Cuban cigar.
"Iused tosmoke Cohibas," hesays, "but they're $40

apiece. Thisis$2.50 andjust asgood."
The smoke drifts toward his fianceeof fiveyears, Liz

Berrios. They metsixyearsago, when shebecame his
nurse. Withan indulgentbut irritatedsmile,she waves the
smoke away, low^ a placard reading, "ThankYou For Not
Smoking."

It isa complex relationship, apparently. Around his neck,
Flynt wears anOlympic-sized medallion sajing#1. Itwas afirt ^m his late wife, Althea. To all, even his fiancee, he

eclares her "the love of my life."
Althea, who drowned in the bathtub in 1987,is buried in

Magoffin County, next to Flynt'smother.
'̂ Althea vras an orphan." hesays. "Iwasrealty theonly

one that she had. So she was mywifeand the loveof my life.
1felt it appropriate that she be buried in the Flyntcemetery.

Pomographer,
patriot and pariah
Larry Flynt returns
to an old haunt
By C. RAY HALL
The Courier-Journal

where 1will eventually wind up someday."

FLYNT IS, HE ALLOWS, a sentimental man, and
Eastern Kentucky is his favorite place on Earth. "1can't
imagineever living there again bccauseof the scope of mj
busmess," he says, "but I always felt there was a unique
wisdom that came out of those hills. People were verysmz
and very intuitiveabout life.They have their own simple
philosophy, and1found themveiycompelling."

At 15,he liedabout hisage to iointhe Army.Bootedfro
theservice bya troop redu«ion,neJoined theNavy two
years later. Afterward, hebought hismother's barm
Dayton,Ohio,and changed its name to Hillbilly Haven.T(
enforce thepeace intheroughhouse bar,heshota man,
slightly, anahadtobeatupa few others, notsoslightly.

Ultimatelyhe owned several bare in Ohio. He changed
, them to go-go bars, and called them Hustler dubs.

Continued on Page
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LARRY FLYNT'S LIFE AND TIMES Jggnk '
1942 BomathomeinLakeville.Ky, (MagoffinC(XJnly)onNov1. 1^
1953 After parents' divorce, splits time betwe«i Kentucky home I

and iHamlet, Ind., home. \
1958 Drops outofschool intheninth gradeandjoiris theArmy, ¥, ,lying to get In, at age 15. but is soon released in ageneral troop ,rl J*!! .,y
1959 Worksfor $1.15 an hour in an Ohto mattress factory, then •: ••

$1,35 anhour ina fireworks factory; runs IxxMleg whiskey inKentucky. JBi
1960 JoinslheNavy.againlyingat)outhisage{17),andljecomes

a radar technician on an aifCraU carrier.

1965 Tonya, first ofRynt's five children, isbom; Rynt buys
mother's bar in Dayton,Ohb, and changes its name to

1968 OpenstheHustler ClubinDayton; he eventually owns
n ^ several go-go bars in Ohio. ..

^ 1 mI - ** Publishes first editkxi of HustJer magazine.
1975 Prints nudephotographs ofJacqueline Kennedy

fc:* If' ^ Onassis in Hustler.
Hk' . ^ 1976 Marries AltheaLeasure, "the k3ve of my life."If ,/ fl 1977 Is sentenced to seven to 25 years on an obscenity

i f / ; fl conviction in Cincinnati; convictton overturned on appeal; Flynt
/ i . fl movesHustler offices from Columbus. Ohio, toLosAngeles; has

/ m' '• a "born-again" experimce and
^ / m. converts briefly to Christianity, with |nH|B|||||l^^|^ help from ^^jh^^Sta^ge^

founder of Ihe Moral Majority, sues Fh^t fOT$45 million over a'
Hustler magazine parody d^ribing thepreacher having drunken sexwrith his mother inan
outh^^; Falwell is awarded $200,000.

1984 Mounts spurious campagn for president ona platform ofending sexual ignorance and
venereal disease.

1987 Wife Aithea, daig-addicted and ajffering from AIDS, drowns inbathtub,
1988 U.S, Supreme Court reverses lower-court ailings, saying Falwell cannot recover

damages from Rynt for emotiona! distress.
1996 Flynt's autobiography. "An Unseemly Man," appears as his publishing aripire grows to

30 magazines.
1997 Movie "The People vs.Larry Flynt" opensnationally togeneral critical acclaim (Flynl

piays thejudge who sentenced Flynt to25years inprison).

Moral Majority, sues Flynt for $45 million over a I ^ —
dne parody d^ribing the preacher having drunken sex with his mother in an

Left, Aithea Leasure stands byLarryFlynt, who wasshot and paralyzedduringa
lunch break at his obscenity trialIn Lawrencevltle, Ga. Flynt, right,plays the judge In
"The People vs. Larry Flynt.'

"I could sell more nude photographs of Hillary Clinton than I
could Cindy Crawford," Larry Flynt recently told National Public
Radio. "It's the status symbol, the Icon that they're buying."

Which gives rise to a question. Who Isthe one person Flynt
would most like to see nalced?

"Well, HillaryClinton or Princess Di. It has nothing to do with
sex appeal. Ithas everything to do with the sensationalism of
the celebrity."
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IN THE LIMO
WITH LARRY
Continued from Page 12

"We had all these women woridng for us." says Jimmy
Flynt. "Neither one of us was exactly Don Juan, the tall,
dark, handsomegentleman. Wewere justacouple ofr^-
headcd g\m from Eastern Kentucl^'.' •-'

Lany Flyntstarteda clubnewsletter thatbecame
Hustler magazine in 1974. Dismissed by Screw magazine
as the most boring publication in America except for
ReMgerator Monthly, Hustler floundered toward oblivion.

. Then in 1975,Flynt paid a spy photographer $18,000for
nude photos ofJacqueline Kennedy Onassis. They ensur^
Hustlermagazine'ssurvival. - ' • , :

Eventual^, Lany Flynt moved the magazine from ' ••
Columbus, Ohio, to LosAngeles (celebrated inthe movie- ~
as "a place more friendly to perverts'}.

' ' His brother Jimmy, who has run the ms^azine during: -•
Liiny's down times prison, his addiction topainkillers).^ •
andwhonow works inmarketing andpromotion, livesjif
both worlds—Kentuclwand Canfomia. .KV;.

"People inEastern IfentuclQ', when I'm inCalifomia/i"^
they think it'sjustone'ma^ive orgy, all wedoisparty v^th V-
all thesewomen," he says. •';, • '

"I mean, there's no wdrrien around. We've got a •
studio in Mexico, a studio in J-.A., but wp-never see theH; '.:
women.... We nevef.see'em till they come'out in some V-
kind of (photo) edit. It's thisyery conservative company;

.out there; Lany require? everybody to,wear suits and
ties; the decor is very conservative. There's rio naked ,
women running around." •

(We will pausenowtoreflect ona slight irony; Larry, y-.,
Flynt, free-speech champion, enforcing a.dresscode.). ,,

FLYNT ISNOT THE FIHST Beverly Hillbilly, i)ut
may be the foremost the one wliodiscovered, if you'll' -:;';
excusc the expression, pink gold. v ' •"

"I've always felt, andtheguys 1grew upwith and knew ,
in the Navyfelt,that the genitaliais the mosterotic part of
tiie female body, and that's what men wanted to see," he
says.

This is not the kind of brilliant revelation that gets a
man invited to speak at Harvard (although Flynt did sp^
there, in another context). Practicallyevety man knows
this. But Flynt is the one who acted on it. Bob Guccione of
Penthouse introduced a new blatancy to men's magazines
— pubic hair —forcing Playboy to more realistic
depictionsof femalenudity.ButFlynfs magazinecrossed
the final frontier into the realm of the gynecological.
Nothing, as thesaying goes, wasleft tothe imagination.

Nothing was left unscorched, either. Flynt's magazine
was, and is, a fount of insensitivity. It has made fun of , ,
blacks, Jews, women, feminists, homosexuals and
amputees. Ithasdepicted interracial sexandinterspecies
sex. ithasmade liglit ofchild molesting. TheFebmary

• • -.BYS^UPSHAW.THECCXJRIEH-JOURNAL.

-;issue hais several eritHes oii^catology.
'."Generally, nptbing^ias be«nsacred.Except for that one '

'timfe.,'
'̂•.Vljimmy FlyntTemembere:;''I was inVail. Colo., ona

^^ing trip, and Iturned bri'tood Morning, America,' and •'.
^;it cameacross there",,'Lany Flynt becomes bomagain/ ,• ,
•1'f"Ithought, 'Oh .-.. what's he doing now?'"

V' ;Throu^ hisfriend. Ruth Carter Stapleton, Larry Flynt, ,
/,hadbecame a Christian (albeit briefly, itturned out).,
'• ' "I^ew.up b^ieving therd must beaGod," hesays. "I ,

up ina,Christian culture. Iwasn't really committed to ,
' itUntil I had'mybom-again experience. ButI'mthankful 1 •
' gotover that.... !

' "I've alvvays questioned everything, authority in religion
and politics, f questioned whathad happened to meand I

Left, actor Woody Harrelson, wtio plays the Hustler
publisher in The People vs. Lany Flynt.°arrives for the •
screening with Kentucl<y teacher Donna Cockrel, who
teaches.at Simpsonville Elementary School. Above,
Harrelson appears with Courtney Love (Aithea) ina • - •
sceqe, from the movie.

' and'understand it
''To meh;Sbc and love are twodifferent things. To

women, for the most part, sex and love are joined in one."'

" 'SEVENTY-FIVEBOOKS sell out quickly at (he
' Borders Bookstore, leaving Flynt autographing magazines
and slips of paper. But Cincinnati is still not Flynt-friendly.

' It^s easier to buy a Hustlermagazinein Salyersville than in'
' Cincinnati: "

^Flynt says he hopes to change this, even if he has to
• come back and sell the magazine on the street comer. (His

old nemesis, prosccutor Simon Leis,is the sheriff now, so
one has images of a showdown, with Flynt flashing his
•magazines and Leis flashing a subpoena.) Flynt says he i ,
has no nostalgia for the old days of courtroom battles,

' though.
' "Lifewas hell then," he says. "People see the movie ,••••.

' and sec my odd and bizarre behavior in the courtroom.
You'vegot to understand by that point I'd been shot,
paralyz^.Iwas inchronic pain. Ijusttook theattitude,

. "Whatcan they do to me now but Wllme?'"
Now, he does care. Enough to wonder about his place

in history.
"I think that we all, regardless of how significant, would

like to leave some footprints," he says.
Invited to imagine the first paragraph of his eventual

obituary in TTie New York Times, Rynt muses...
"Maybe... 'He outraged the nation... and made some

significant change.'"
' Later on, he adds: "One thing for sure. Much of the

stuff you see, especially on cable TV today, is as explicit as
what we were publishing in Hustler in (he b^inning. I do '
feel I helped advance the parameters of free speech."

Avas a .chemii^Iimbalancem the brain that was part ofone
of my manic-depressive episodes.

"I think ifallthose bom-a^ainers would justtakea little
lithium, they'd be fine. The visions would go away and the •
voices would disappear." . :

After his brief conversion, Flynt says, he returned to
atheism.

"I today feel that lifeisvery much likean assemblyline.
Atsome pointyou getonandatsomepoint youfall off."

Even if life is like an assembly line, the parts have a
peculiar talent: to think and wonder. When you're a
pomographer for neariy half your life,do you learn
something about men and women that eludes other folks?

"I think I've learned a great deal," he says. "Women are
... much different than men, much more insightful, in
many ways much more compassionate, and much more
complex, even in their sexuali^....

"I don't think the large majorityof womenare bothered
that men see them as a sex ^mbol. I think they accept that

The preacher and the pomographer .
C^m(>ari, anItalian maker ofliqueur, once ran a series of "Iexplain tothem that, first ofall, Falwell isa public

magazineadvertisementsin whichcelebritiesdescribed figure; Falwellhimselfhas attacked other individuals,
tima M/sf

magazine advertisements in wnicti ceieDntics oescnDea
their "first time." (Phe first time they drank Campari.)

Inlate 1983, Hustler magazine concocted a parody
advertisement inwhich theRev. JerryFalwell ostensibly'
described his"firsttime." Thead.which
was labeled "parody, not to be taken
seriously," alleged that a drunken Falwell
lost his virgin!^ tohis mother inan
outhouse.

Falwell, founder oftheMoral Majority, Bmi
sued for $45 million. Alower court Kim. fmm
awarded him $200,000 for emotional •
distress."Tlie court wanted me to pay for nV
hurting his feelings," says LinyFlynt, 51 T;
ownerof Hustlermagazine. Heappealed WJ
totheU.S. Supreme Court, gathenng jfil', .
supportfrom mainstream media. |'

perhapsnot in thatsamefashion, but certainly he's been
pretty strong andsome would sayvicious inhisown
attacks onot^erpeople."

• InFebruaiy 1988, theU.S. Supreme Court
ruled unanimously that Flynt's magazine
had the right to lampoon Falwell(husly.

The public-reladons apparatus fueling
' Flynt's biogtaplij^ "An Unseemly Man,

and the movie, "TOe People vs. Larry
Flynt," cite this decision as momentous.

Obviously, in attempting tosellthis •
• movie and book, they're going tohype it

^ and make itsound like (he most im^rtant
.Jam case everdecidedby (he Supreme Court,

which is certainly not the situation," Moore

Roy Moore, a lawyer andprofessor who Rafvifci.' But itcertainly isamong thecases that
teaches presslawat theUniversity of rai demonstrate howbroad ourFirst
Kentucl^, uses (he casein class. Amendment rights are.... Itdemonstrated

"Ishow thestudents a copy ofthe how faranindividual could goineffect
parody and they're just shocked, Inl .''BbU criticizing, making fun of, satirizing... a
particularlywhentneyreadit'sbasically publicfigure.
saying Jeny Falwell los( hisvireinity by Falwell "Flyn(, ifyou give him credit for anything,
havingsex with his mother in (he has neverbeen afraid to see how far the
outhouse," Moore says. "That's pretty shocking. And protections oftheFirst Amendment go, how broad it really
initially,their reaction is, 'How in the world can somebody is, and I think he deserves credit for that."
get away with this?' They're absolutely surethatthe
Supreme Court must have decided in FalweU's favor.
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—c. Ray Hall. The Courier-Joumal

The avid
Kennedy-watcher

Larry Flynt published nude photos of Jacqueline '
Kennedy Onassis. But that's not the extent of his
Ktmnedy-watching.

^me'ofth '̂vwi^^^^
disenchanted after that, inhn f i^annofi,/ir
Idon't thinkmyfaith ' '
evergot i-estorra in
politics. He had his flaws, like we all do, but he
seemed to give the countiy a new sense of purpose,
and morepeopleseemedto bewilling to participate.'"


